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Annortanus. ITokxasana mnemorpadudeckas CTpykTypa Murpupyionmx B CapaToBckoe 3aBOIDKbE
calirakoB BOJIFO-ypaJIbCKOW TOIMYJIILIMK. Y CTAHOBJICHO, YTO JKUBOTHbIE U3 3anajiHo-KazaxcraHckoi
obnactu Pecriy6nmku KazaxcraH mosiBISIOTCS B NPUTPaHUYHBIX paiioHax CapaToOBCKOro 3aBOJLKbS
BO BTOpOIl — TpeThell JeKaJax ampels B 3aBHCHMOCTH OT IOTOAHBIX yCIOBUH KOHKPETHBIX JIeT. B
KOHIIE Masi MUTPaLlyisi B OCHOBHOM 3aKaHYMBACTCs, )KMBOTHbIC Pa30MBAIOTCS Ha IPYIIIBI M Pacipo-
CTPaHSIOTCA 110 TEPPUTOpHHU psia paitoHoB CapartoBckoro 3aBoskbsi. I1o HammMm HaONIONCHUAM U
OIPOCHBIM JIaHHBIM, B niepuox ¢ 2011 r. mo Hayano 2020-X IT. KOJIMYECTBO CaWrakoB, 3aXOISIIMX
BecHol B CapaToBckoe 3aBOJDKBE, COCTABISLIO OT HECKOJIBKUX THICSY 10 ASCATKOB ThICsY. B mocnen-
HHeE TOJIbI 110 Mepe YBEIUYEHUs YUCIECHHOCTH BCEil MOy IsAuy 3Ta Hudpa Bo3pocia 10 HECKOIBKUX
coteH, a B 2025 r. — 10 MHOTUX COTEH Thics4 ocobeid. [1o Hammm HaOII0AEHHIM, Ha TEPPUTOPHIO 00-
JIaCTH MUTPUPYIOT KaK CaMK{ C POAMBILMMHUCS Ha Teppuropun KasaxcraHa npuOBUIBIME, Tak U Oe-
peMeHHbIe U s1oBble. KonudyecTBO caMIIOB, MUTPUPYIONINX BMECTe CO CTaaMH CaMOK C HPHUOBUIBI-
MH, HeBenrKo. B Hauane murpanuum B 2025 . KONMHMIeCTBO MPHOBUIBIX HA OJHY B3POCIYIO CAMKY CO-
crapisuio 0.9 ocobeil, o1HaKO B TpeTheil ieKajie HIOHS 3TOT M0Ka3aTelb PEIpOLyKTHBHOTO HpoLecca
yBenuumics 1o 1.6 ocobeii. laHHOE 00CTOATENHCTBO TOBOPUT 00 OKOTE CaMOK CalrakoB U Ha T€PpU-
Topuu CapaToBCKOTO 3aBOJDKBS, YTO HOATBEPIKAAIOT M HAIIM OIPOCHBIC JaHHBIE. B mocnenneit ne-
KaJie MIONs, TIpU 00CIIeIOBAaHUH BCEil TEPPHTOPHUH PaclpoCTpaHeHus caiirakoB B CapaToBckoM 3a-
BOJDKBE, 3TOT IOKa3aresb coctaBuil 1.5 ocobeit. Ckopee Bcero, TaHHbIH (akT MOXKHO OOBSICHUTH He-
KOTOPBIM OTXOZIOM CeroeToK. KommaecTBo B3poCibIX caMIIOB Bo3pacTaeT oT 2.3% B mepBoil AeKazie
Mas, 10 6.7% B TpeTbeil nekane uoHs u 10 8.3% B Tperbeil nekane urons. M3 3TUX JaHHBIX MOXHO
czieniaTh BBIBOJI, YTO MHUIPAIUsl CaMIIOB PacTAHyTa BO BPeMEHH, HO MX OCHOBHAs 4acThb OCTaeTCs Ha
teppuropru KasaxcraHa, 4To HOATBEPKAAIOT HAIIN HAOMIONCHHS BO BPeMsl SKCIEAUIIHOHHBIX 110€3-
nok B 3ananHo-Kazaxcranckyio obmacts B 2011 — 2019 rr. o mappyram Hxanudexk — Apan-cop 1
3ateM J[xaHn0Oex — bopcel.
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JEMOI'PA®UYECKAS CTPYKTYPA BOJII'O-YPAJILCKOM IOV JIALIMU

Cobnrooenue smuueckux HOpM. Hccnenosanus TIPOBOMIIN 6€e3 MCIOJIb30BaHUs KUBOTHBIX U 6e3 TIPUBJICYCHUA
HIOI[Sﬁ B Ka4€CTBE UCIBITYEMBIX.

Kongnuxm unmepecos. ABTOpPBI 3asBIISIOT 00 OTCYTCTBUM KOH(IUKTA HHTEPECOB.

Jas uurupoBanusi. Onapun M. JI., Mamaes A. b., Onapuna O. C., Cyxos C. B. Jlemorpaduue-
cKas CTPYKTypa BOJITO-YpalbCKO MOMyJsmuM caiirakoB (Saiga tatarica (Linnaeus, 1766))
(Bovidae, Mammalia), murpupyromux B CapatoBckoe 3aBomkbe // II0BOIDKCKHI 9KOIOTHYECKUi
xypHai. 2025. Ne 4. C. 452 — 460. https://doi.org/10.35885/1684-7318-2025-4-452-460

BBEJAEHUE

W3HavanpHO caifrak, Kak MpeJCTaBUTEIb MAMOHTOBOH (hayHBI BEPXHErO ILICHCTO-
IIEHa, eIlIe B MEPBOM MOJOBUHE YETBEPTUYHOTO MEPHOIa ObLIT OOBIYHBIM BHIOM, PACIIPO-
CTPaHCHHBIM B CTEISIX U MOJYMYyCThIHAX EBpasun ot moanoxus Kapmarckux rop u Kas-
kaza 10 JDxynrapuu u Monroauu (Bannikov et al., 1961; Kirikov, 1966; Abaturov,
1984; Bannikov, Flint, 1989; Morrison et al., 2007). B HacTosiee BpeMss HOMUHATHB-
HBIM TIOABU Saiga tatarica tatarica CymecTByeT B Buje 4 N30JMPOBAHHBIX MOIYJISIIAN:
ceBepo-3amagHoro I[Ipukacmus, BONTO-ypalbCKOHM, YCTIOPTCKOH M OeTmakIaInHCKOH
(Zhirnov, 1982; Lushchekina et al., 2000; Lindeman et al., 2005; Abaturov, 2007; Harris
et al,, 2009; Salikhov, 2016; Order of the Ministry of Natural Resources..., 2021;
Myrzabayev et al., 2024 u ap.).

Bounro-ypanbsckast momysnus, Kak U JpyTUe MOMYJSIUN HOMAHATHBHOTO TIOJBU/IA
caifraka, ©UMeeT CPaBHUTEIFHO CXOXYI0 TUHAMUKY YHCICHHOCTH M IeMOTpa(HUIecKyIo
CTPYKTYypy. B d9acTHOCTH, MHOTHE aBTOPHI OTMEYAIOT HECKOJIBKO KaTacTPO(UUECKUX
MaJeHU YUCIIEHHOCTH, TIOCTEHNE U3 KOTOPBIX perucTpupoBaiu B koHue 1990-x rr. u
MaccoBsiid magex 2010 — 2011 rr. (Lushchekina, 2010; Orynbayev et al., 2013 u ap.). B
HacTosIee BpeMsi HabII0AAaeTCs] YCTOMUUBBIA POCT YHCIEHHOCTH BCEX MOIYJISAIHH, Y4TO
COIPOBOXKIACTCS PACIIMPEHUEM apealioB M YBEJIMYCHHEM MHUTPUpYIOmKX cran (Abatu-
rov, 2007; Grachev et al., 2009; Salikhov, 2016; Karimova et al., 2021; Absatirov et al.,
2025 u np.). Konebanus 9MCICHHOCTH MOIYJISAINA CAaTaKOB Pa3HbBIE aBTOPHI CBABIBAIOT
C HECKOJBKUMH NPUIMHAMH: [UKINYECKHE MOMYJIIHOHHBIE BOJIHBI, KOTOPHIE 3aBUCIT
OT TIPUPOIHBIX yCJIOBUH, XMITHNYECTBA U OPaKOHBEPCTBA, THOEIH CaMOK U MOJOIHSAKA
OT Pa3IMYHBIX AMH300THH, MMajeka UCTOMEHHBIX MOCe TOHA TOJOBO3PEIBIX CAMIIOB B
HEONMArompusATHEIA 3UMHAN TIeprod. B COBOKYIMHOCTH AaHHBIE (PAKTOPHI TPUBOIAT K
M3MEHECHHIO JIeMOTpadUIeCcKOi CTPYKTYPHI MOMYJIANUN CaiilTakoB, 94TO, B CBOIO OYepelb,
00yCIIOBIIMBACT TUHAMUKY UX YMCIeHHOCTH B nenoM (Bukreeva, 2002; Abaturov, 2007,
Abaturov et al., 2008; Neronov et al., 2013). B mocnennue roasl pa3padbaThiBalOTCs Me-
TOJIBI YU€Ta CArakoB ¢ MPUMEHEHHEM TUCTAHIIMOHHOTO 30HaupoBanus (Rozhnov et al.,
2014, 2024).

Ilenp HacTOSAIIETO HCCIACIOBAHUSA — OMPEACICHUE ISMOTpPapHUECKON CTPYKTYPHI
murpupymoomux B CapaToBckoe 3aBODKBE CAHTakoOB BOJTO-ypPalbCKOW MOIYJSAIHH, a
Takxke uxX okota B CapaToBCKOI obmacTu.

MATEPHUAJI 1 METO/IbI

Marepuanom Ajisl CTaTbU MOCITY>KHIIH COOCTBEHHbBIE HAOIIOICHNS U ONPOCHBIE JaH-
Hble 3a nepuon ¢ 2011 mo 2024 r. u 1aHHBIE HAIIMX TOJEBbIX UCCIIEAOBAaHUN, IIPOBEICH-

MOBOJDKCKUI DKOJIOTMYECKH JKYPHATT Ned 2025 453



M. JI. Onapun, A. b. Mamaes, O. C. Onapuna, C. B. CyxoB

HeIX B CapaTOBCKOM 3aBOJDKBE B MEPHUOJA MHUTPALMM CalTakoB B IEPBOH JeKajae Mas
2025 r., a 3aTeM B TPETbEH JIeKaJle UIOHS, KOTJa caliTaky pa3OUIUCh HA OTAETbHBIC CTa-
Jla, ¥ B TPEThel JieKaJie MIOJIsl MPAKTHUECKH 110 BCEH TEPPUTOPUH 00JIaCTH, Ha KOTOPOM
pacrpocTpaHIIiCh caiiraku. B Mae u MioHe o0cienoBalch NMPUTPAHUYHBIE PalOHBI
Capatosckoii obsactu: Ilurepckuii, HoBoysenckuii u AnekcannpoBo-Iaiickuii, a B
HIOJIe YK€ BCSI TEPPUTOPHS PACIpOCTpaHeHHs cairakoB B CapaTOBCKOM 3aBOJDKbE B
ITurepckom, HoBoy3enckoMm, AnexcanapoBo-I'aiickom, EpmioBckom, JlepraueBckom u
O31HCKOM paloOHaXx.

Jemorpadrmdeckas CTpyKTypa CTaJ caliTakoB ONpeNesuIach HaMu 1o (otorpadusim,
BBITIOJTHEHHBIM C TIOMOIIBIO 3€pKabHON (oTOKaMepsl ¢ TenmeoObekTnBoM Pentax K-5
(Pentax Corporation, Snonus). [To ¢portorpaduueckum cHUMKaM OblIa ompeesneHa o0-
mast aemMorpaduyeckasl cTpykTypa crana cairakos. KonumuectBo o0paboraHHbIX (HOTO-
rpaduii cocraBuiio 98 B Mae, 86 — B utoHe U 188 mTyk B ntone. OOIee KOIUIECTBO 00-
padoranssix ororpadwuii —372.

[Ipu craructnyeckoii 00paboOTKe MaTepHaia ONpeesuId CPEAHNE 3HAUCHHUS Iapa-
METPOB, CTaHJapTHOE OTKJIOHEHHE W pa3Max BapbHpOBaHus (min — max). s cpaBHe-
HHSI BCTPEYaEMOCTH 0co0ei Ha pa3HBIX Yy4acTKax HMCIoyb30Baiy U-kputepuii MaHHa —
Yutau (Mann, Whitney, 1947).

Craructnueckast ¥ rpaduueckas oOpabOTKa JaHHBIX BBINOJIHEHA C MPUMEHEHHEM
nporpamm MS Excel 2000 (Microsoft Corp., USA) u Statistica 10 (Statsoft Inc., USA).

PE3YJIBTATBI 1 UX OBCYKJIEHUE

Pacnpoctpanenue crap caifrakoB B CapatoBckoM 3aBonkbe B 2025 r. npencrasie-
HO Ha puc. 1.

W3 maHHBIX, TOKAa3aHHBIX HA
kapre-cxeme CaparoBckoro 3a-
BOJDKBS (CM. puc. 1), BUOHO, 9TO
caiiraku  paclpoCTpaHEHBl Ha
TEPPUTOPHUHN BCEX NIPUTPAHUYHBIX
¢ 3ananno-Ka3zaxcraHckoit o6ina-
cthio  PecnyOnmku  Kaszaxcran
paiionoB: ITutepckoro, HoBoyzen-
ckoro, AnekcanapoBo-I aiickoro
u OszuHckoro. Ilpu sToM Teppu-
TOPHHA TIEPBBIX TPEX paliOHOB
CTaJa CalrakoB 3aHUMAIOT LICITU-
koM, a B O3MHCKOM paiioHe —
JUIIH IOKHYIO €ro TIOJIOBUHY.
Kpome storo, caitraku pacrpo-
CTpaHEHBI B I0XKHBIX YacTsx Jlep-
raueBckoro u Epiiosckoro pai-

© Durenbe
B

C o Epuios

Moxkpoyc Jlepraun He.w.bﬁw
[ )

Kpacusrii Kyt

Puc. 1. Pacnpoctpanenue caiirakoB B CapaTtoBckoM 3aBoJI-
kbe seToM 2025 r.: [ — rpanuna CapaToBCKOro 3aBOJDKbBS,
2 — ceBepHas IpaHHIIAa PACIPOCTPAHEHHS CalrakoB

Fig. 1. Distribution of saiga antelopes in the Saratov Trans-

Volga region in the summer of 2025: / — border of the
Saratov Trans-Volga region, 2 — northern border of the
saiga antelope range
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OHOB, a OTACJBHBIEC HX TPYIIIbI
NPOHHUKAIOT U B IOr0-BOCTOYHYIO
vacth KpacHokyTckoro paitona.
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PesynbraThl kKamepanbHOW 00pabOTKK (OTOMATEPHATIOB MO3BOJIUIN BBISIBUTH IEMO-
rpapuyecKyro CTPyKTypy (CaMIibl, CAMKH, MOJIOJIHSIK) MUTPUPYIOIIMX CaHTaKOB BOJITO-
YPaJIbCKOM MOMYJISIIKKU Ha TeppuTopun CapaToBCKOro 3aBOJIKBSL.

BecHoii B ieprios1 akTHBHOM MUTpanuu caiiraku, Gopcupys p. Maiblii Y3eHs, mpo-
HUKaT B AnekcanapoBo-Iaiickuii, HoBoysenckuit u [Turepckuit paitonst CapatoBckoit
obnactu (puc. 2).

B 3T0 BpeMsi OCHOBHYIO JIOJIIO B MX TPYIIIAaX COCTABILUIM B3pOCible caMku 52.4%,
mpubsLIEIe 0co0u — 45.3% (0.9 ocobeit Ha 1 camky ad), a B3pocieie camisl — 2.3%
(puc. 3).

B xoHIe Mast akTuBHas (a3za MUTpalUU 3aKaHUYUBACTCSI, U CAllraku pacCcpeioTOuu-
BAIOTCS TPyNIIaMH Pa3HOI YHCIEHHOCTH Mo TeppuTopuu CapaToBckoro 3aBoinkbs. OHH
3aHUMaloT AnekcaHnapoBo-Iaiickuii, HoBoy3enckuii, Ilutepckuii M I0XKHYIO 4YacTh
O3uHCKOTO paifoHa, a TaKkKe BCTpeyaroTcs A0 p. Anrata B JlepraueBCKoM M Ha IOTO-
BocTtoke KpacHokyTckoro u EpmoBckoro paiionos (cm. puc. 1).

Pesynbrarel aHanmmza (oTOMaTepuasioB, IMOJYYEHHBIX B TPEThEU JeKaJe HWIOHS
2025 r. B Ilurepckom 1 HoBoy3eHckoM paifoHax, MOKa3aiy, 4TO A0JI1 MOJIOJHSKA B 3TO
Bpems cocraBmia 56.8% (1.6 oco6. / camky ad), 9TO TOBOPUT 00 OKOTE YaCTH CaMOK
calirakoB BOJITO-yPaJIbCKOM MOIyJisiuy Ha Tepputopun CapaTtoBckoro 3aBosmkbs. o
B3POCIIBIX CaMIIOB yBEIMUYHIACh 10 6.7%, 4TO yKa3bIBaeT Ha MX PACTSHYTYIO MHUTPALHIO
Ha TEPPUTOPHUIO OTHCHIBAEMOTO PETHOHA, a JO0JIS B3POCIBIX CaMOK cocTaBmia 36.5% ot
o011ero kKomm4ecTBa ocobdeit (cM. puc. 3).

B Tpetneii mexane uromss 2025 . HaMHM OBUTH TIPOBEACHBI MCCIENIOBAHUS HA BCEH
TEPPUTOPUH PACTIPpOCTpaHeHUs cairakoB B CapaToBCKOM 3aBOJDKbe (CM. pHc. 1), Bcero
6bu10 MpoaHanu3upoBano 188 dororpaduii. PesynbraTsl aHanu3a GoTomMarepuanos mo-
KazaJu, YTO JOJI1 MOJIOJHSKA B ATOT Tepuol cocraBuia 55.4% (1.5 oco6. / camky ad).
Jonst B3pOCIIBIX CaMIIOB YBEIH-
yunace A0 8.3%, a B3pOCIBIX
camMok coctaBwia 36.3% (cm.
puc. 3).

W3 nmomy4yeHHBIX B TpeTbeil
JIeKaJie MIOJs JaHHBIX B PE3yJib-
tate ananu3a 188 dororpaduii
CTaJl CaMrakoB MOJXXHO CJeJlaTh
BBIBOJ, YTO MHUTpalUs CaMIIOB
caiirakoB B CaparoBckoe 3a-
BOJDKBE HU3KMMHU TEMIIaMH IIPO-
JIOJDKaeTcsi B TEYEHHE BCEro
JIETHETO NEepHoJia, a KOJIMYECTBO
NpUOBUIBIX HAa OJHY B3POCIYIO
CaMKy HE3HAYMTEJIFHO CHIKACT-

Puc. 2. ®opcupoBanue caiirakamu p. Mainslii Y3eHb B
OKpecTHOCTAX noc. Manbiii Vienp Ilurepckoro paiiona
Cs, CKOpeC BCErO, U3-3a OTXOAA. Caparosckoii o6mactu (poto A. B. Mamaesa)

OTOT BEIBOJA HOATBEPKAAETCA Fig. 2. Saigas crossing the Maly Uzen River near the vil-
BCTpPEeYaMM TPYIOB CETONETOK M lage of Maly Uzen in the Pitersky district of the Saratov
JIOCTaTOYHO BBICOKOM uYmciieH- region (photo by Askhat B. Mamayev)
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% HOCTBIO KaK IepPHATHIX, TAK U YeT-
607 B - dad BEPOHOI'MX XHIIHHKOB B MECTax
50+ - Qad pacrpoctpaseHnst  caiirakos. ITo-

- g+juv BBIIICHHYIO YHCICHHOCTh KpYyII-
407 HBIX XUIIHBIX HTUI B YCIOBHUSX
30 JIETIPECCUM  YMCIEHHOCTH MAJoro
CyCIIMKA OTMEYaloT Ha TEepPPUTO-

20+

pun  Bonro-Ypansckoro Mexnmy-
peubs B Kaszaxcrane, 4TO CBSI3BI-
BalOT C BBICOKOH YHCIEHHOCTBIO
1-s1 nexana mas / 3-a nexana wions /| 3-n nexana wons | LOTYJALMH Cairakos (Shpigel-
I*decade of May 3" decade of June 3" decade of July ~ man, Davygora, 2024; Magerra-
Hara/Date  moy et al., 2025).
Puc. 3. lemorpaduueckast CTpyKTypa MUTPHPYIOIIUX B OpnHako cpaBHUTENbHBIN aHa-
CaparoBckoe 3aBOIDKbE CarakoB BOJIIO-ypambCKOi JTH3 NEeMOTPadUUECKON CTPYKTYPHI
nonynsuun B Mae (1-1 pexana), mione (3-1 AeKaja) U craj caiTakoB BECHBI M JI€Ta, C

uiosie (3-s1 nexaa) 2025 r. . ucronb3oBanueM U-kpurepust MaH-
Fig. 3. Demographic structure of saiga antelopes from . _ VUTHH, He [OKasal Cylle-
2

the Volga-Ural population migrating to the Saratov CTBEHHBIX CTATHCTHYCCKIX DA3IIH-
Trans-Volga region in May (1% decade), June (3" dec- P

ade), and July (3" decade) 2025 it (U= 15, p > 0.05).
Ha ocnoBe mnpoBeneHHOro

aHaJM3a MOXHO CHENAaTh BBIBOJI, YTO aKTUBHBII OKOT BOJIO-YPaIbCKOW MOITYJISIINH Caii-
rakoB OCYIIECTBISIETCSl Ha TeppuTopun 3anaaHo-KazaxcraHckoit oonactu PecnyOiuku
Kazaxcran u nponomxaercst B CapaToBcKOM 3aBOJIKBE, MO 3TOW MPUYMHE MUTPHPYIOT
SJIOBBIE, OEpPEMEHHbIE 1 OKOTHBIINECS CAMKH CaWTakoB ¢ MPHObUIBIMU. [Ipu 3TOM NHIIb
4yacTh CaMIlOB BOJTO-ypaJIbCKOM MOMyJIALUM MUTPUPYET BMECTE CO CTaaMHU CaMOK U
MOJIO/IHSIKA, B OCHOBHOM OHHM OCTaroTcs B 3anajnHo-Kazaxcranckoii obnactu Pecrry6unu-
ku Ka3zaxcran. Bo Bpemst Halmx 3KCNIEAULIMOHHBIX TO€3/J0K Ha YKAa3aHHYI0 TEPPUTOPUIO
Kazaxcrana B nepuon ¢ 2011 no 2019 r. Mbl HEOTHOKPATHO BUJEIH MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIE
TPyl CaMIIOB CalrakoB B paiOHE COJOHYAKOBBIX AeNpeccuil BOKpYT 03. Apan-Cop.

3AK/JIIOYEHUE

Takum 00pa3om, NpoBeJCHHbIE HAMH TIOJIEBbIE HCCIieoBaHus Ha Teppuropun Ca-
paroBckoro 3aBOJDKbsI BeCHOM u jieroM 2025 T. MO3BOJIMIM YCTAHOBUTH JieMorpaduue-
CKYIO CTPYKTypy murpupymomieir B CapatoBckoe 3aBonkbe u3 3amanHo-Kazaxcranckoi
obnactu Pecnyonuku KazaxcTan yacTu BOJNTO-ypaJibCKOM MOIYJISILIMN CalirakoB. AHaIIN3
Pe3yIbTaTOB MMOKa3aJl HEKOTOPBIE Pa3IM4Msl B MOJOBOM M BO3PACTHOW CTPYKType IOIy-
JISIMK CalirakoB B IIEPHO]] BECEHHEH MUIpAIliM U JeTHero npedpBanusa. HyxHo ckazaTh
TaKXe, YTO B HACTOSAIIMH MEPHUOJ BPEMEHHU CYLIECTBYIOT BCE MPEANOCHUIKH IS pocTa
YUCJICHHOCTH OIMCAaHHOM MOITYJISIMH CaliTaKoB, TaK KaKk Ha OJHY B3POCIYIO CaMKy IpH-
xonutcss 10 1.6 ceromnerok, mpotuB 1.4 ocobeli mpuObUIBIX B momyisiuu CeBepo-
3ananHoro [Ipukacnus (Karimova et al., 2021), B KOTOpO#i Takxe OTMEYaeTCs POCT YUC-
JICHHOCTH.
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Abstract: The demographic structure of the Volga—Ural population of saigas migrating to the Sa-
ratov Trans-Volga region is shown. It has been established that animals from the West Kazakhstan
region (Republic of Kazakhstan) appear in the border areas of the Saratov Trans-Volga region in
the second and third decades of April, depending on the weather conditions of specific years. At
the end of May, migration mainly ends, and the animals split into groups and spread across a num-
ber of areas in the Saratov Trans-Volga region. According to our observations and survey data, be-
tween 2011 and the early 2020s, the number of saigas entering the Saratov Trans-Volga region in
spring ranged from several thousand to tens of thousands. In recent years, as the entire population
has grown, this figure has increased to several hundred, and in 2025, to many hundreds of thou-
sands of individuals. According to our observations, both females with calves born in Kazakhstan
and pregnant and barren females migrate to the region. The number of males migrating together
with herds of females is small. At the beginning of migration in 2025, the number of arrivals per
adult female was 0.9 individuals, but this reproductive rate increased to 1.6 individuals in the third
decade of June. This circumstance indicates the calving of female saigas in the Saratov Trans-
Volga region, which is confirmed by our survey data. In the last decade of July, when the entire
territory of saiga distribution in the Saratov Trans-Volga region was surveyed, this indicator was
1.5 individuals. Most likely, this fact could be explained by some departure of yearlings. The
number of adult males increases from 2.3% in the first ten days of May to 6.7% in the third ten
days of June and to 8.3% in the third ten days of July. From these data, we can conclude that the
migration of males is spread out over time, but most of them remain in Kazakhstan, which is con-
firmed by our observations during expedition trips to the West Kazakhstan region in 2011-2019
along the Zhanybek—Aralsor and then Zhanybek—Borsy routes.

Keywords: Saiga tatarica, Saratov Trans-Volga region, Volga-Ural population, demographic
structure, spring—summer migration
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