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   ,  , -

         , 
   ,     (Dementiev, 1936, 1951; 

Ivanov, 1953; Gladkov et al., 1964; Pukinsky, 1977  ).   -
       ,   -

 ,   Tyto alba (Bruce, 1999; Konig et al., 
2009; Marti et al., 2020).  

             
    ,     -
,         -

 .          
   ,          

      .     -
         (Charle-

magne, 1933; Tatarinov, 1965; Kvartalnov et al., 2011; Kucherenko et al., 2019, 2020).  
           
          -

           . 
 

   
,     Strigiformes     

Tytonidae,   2 : Phodilinae  1  2   
 Phodilus,     -  ,  Tytoninae  

  Tyto,    , , , -
     ,   ,  9  18  (Demen-

tiev, 1951; Ivanov, 1953; Wolters, 1982; Zubkov, 2005; Dickinson, Remsen, 2013).  
          

 ,   ,   -
    ,      

  – Tyto alba.     , -
   ,  ,    20 – 35  

(Dementiev, 1951; Ivanov, 1953; Wolters, 1982; Bruce, 1999; Stepanyan, 2003; Zubkov, 
2005; Konig et al., 2009; Dickinson, Remsen, 2013).     
4 : T. a. alba (    ,      

); T. a. ernesti (   ); T. a. erlangeri ( , ,   
); T. a. guttata (        ). 

 ,   T. a. stertens,    , 
         ,   

         .  
   (alba, ernesti, erlangeri)    

 ,        ,  
 T. a. guttata (=flammea)   (= )   

        ( . 1).   
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    -
  ,  

    
 , 

   -
   

(Konig et al., 2009) ( . 2). 
 ,   -

    -
,     

T. a. alba    
        ( .: Murashov et al., 

2016),       T. a. guttata ( . 3).   
  -

, ,    -
 .    

   ,  
    -

 T. a. erlangeri  , 
   ( . 4), -
 –    (Ana-

nian et al., 2021). 
  -

    , 
   ,   -

 ,   
,      

   
 ,     -     -

      .  
  , 

   -
,    

(Stepanyan, 2003; Bakhtadze, Fa-
rafontov, 2004; Zubkov, 2005), 

   
   -

  T. a. guttata   –  T. a. 
alba  T. a. erlangeri,   -

    -
     

 (Vaurie, 1965; . 5). 
    

  T. a. stertens, 

 

. 1.     
( : Marti et al., 2020) 
Fig. 1. Typical coloration of various subspecies of the 
Barn Owl (from Marti et al., 2020) 

 

. 3.      Tyto 
alba alba   ( : Murashov et al., 2016) 
Fig. 3. A brood of adult and young Barn Owls Tyto 
alba alba in an enclosure (from Murashov et al., 2016) 

 
 

. 2.     -
 ( : Konig et al., 2009): 1 – T. a. alba, 2 – 4 –

T. a. guttata ( ,    ) 
Fig. 2. Color variations of some subspecies of the Barn 
Owl (from Konig et al., 2009): 1 – T. a. alba, 2 – 4 –
T. a. guttata (dark, yellow and typical morphs) 
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   T. a. erlangeri   -  -
    (Konig et al., 2009; Marti et al., 2020).  
 

   
            -

        -
  .        

       ,     
    
.    

,    T. a. 
guttata     I  . 

  (  -
),   ,   

   -
     

    
 (Menzbir, 1882, 1895).  

  .     
 ,   

   , -
       ,    

1928 .      ,     
      (Dementiev, 1936, 1951). 

         -
   .  1837 .      (Nordmann, 

1840);   I  .  
     

(Wagner, 1850; . : Bogdanov, 
1879);  1856 .   

,    -
 2 ,     
  (Irby, 1857; Ni-

kolsky, 1891; Beskaravayny, Gira-
gosov, 2023).    

   I  .  -
  (Fischer, 

1870; . : Malchevsky, Pukin-
sky, 1983).    -

    -
   -

 (Daniloff, 1864)  -
     -

   

 
 

. 5.  T. a. erlangeri   -
; ,  04.10.1942 .  , 
.  ( - ).  

; R-72387 (  . . ) 
Fig. 5. Barn Owl T. a. erlangeri with bare tarsus; female
caught on October 4, 1942 in Turkmenistan, village Esen-
guly (Hasan-Kuli). Zoological Museum of Moscow State
University; R-72387 (photo by Ya. A. Red’kin) 

 
 

. 4.      ,
   ( : Ananian et al., 2021) 

Fig. 4. Coloration of a young and two adult Barn Owls
caught in Armenia (from Ananian et al., 2021) 
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(Menzbir, 1895);     ,     1890 . -
  .      (Chernai, 1853; Zarudny, 1892; Somow, 1897); 

   .       (Ognev, 1908; Nedosekin, 
2013),   1911 .        .  -

    (Ognev, Vorobyev, 1923). 
 ,   . .  (Eversman, 1866),    
          

, ,    ( , 1871; . : Menzbir, 1879, p. 20). 
  1864 .      .      

 -  (Severtsov, 1873; Menzbir, 1895),     -
, ,  .    . .  (Menzbir, 1882, 

p. 473)           
   ,       

  I  .       .    -
       , 

        :  (Platalea 
leucorodia),   (Anas angustirostris),  (Francolinus francoli-
nus),  (Porphyrio porphyrio),  (Cettia cetti),   
(Luscinia megarhynchos)  . (Belik, 2011, 2012, 2015, 2023; Kvartalnov, 2020  .). 

   –  I .       
( . 6)        ( , , 

, ,   )    ,     -
   (Stepanyan, 1975, 2003; Snow, Perrins, 1998).    -
   .        -

     (Charlemagne, 1933, 1938),    
  .        (Vo-

ronetsky, 1998).  
    

   -
,   -

   ( . 7), 
      . 

   
     

(Peklo, 1994).  
   

  ,   -
    1940-  ., 

  ,   
1962  1996 .   -

  .    -
  .    -

  ,   2022 . 
    

 
 

. 6.       
 . ( : Snow, Perrins, 1998) 

Fig. 6. Ranges of the Barn Owl in the Western Palaearctic at
the end of the 20th century (from Snow & Perrins, 1998) 
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  (Vilks, 1953; Briedis, 1955; Pl vurp ce Tyto alba alba, 2023; . , 
. .).  

    .         
  :  -  (  1987 .),   
 (1990-  .)    (1970-  .),   (24.09.1989  

27.01.2000 .),    (24.10.1997 .),  ,   1998 .   
      (Domashevsky, 1993; Burakov, Sulik, 2000; 

Sviridova, Zubakin, 2000; Appak, 2001; Sotnikov, 2002; Bukreev, 2003; Gaginskaya, 
2003).  ,     .       -

      ,   , -
,    . 

, 10.04.1974 .      , -
 13.06.1971 .   (Margolin, 2000; Margolin, Khohlov, 2005) ( );  

 1980-  .         
.    (Belik et al., 2022);    

19.04.1988 .  ,   03.06.1987 .   (Bo-
rodin et al., 2005) ( . ).        1974 .  

  (Ivanchev, Nazarov, 2005);     
10.11.1990 .   ,   13.06.1990 .  

 ( . ),  23.07.1975 .   ( )  -
     2   4  (Kuz'menko, 2005).  

 ,  9 ,   1978 – 2020 .  ,  
1-2 ,   -  ,    -

, , , , ,  
   ( . ).       -

  1996 – 2009 .   (Pl vurp ce Tyto alba alba, 2023).  -
     

     
  ( . ).  

  I .  
   

      
  

  . -
    -

  ,  
   

   (Vetrov et 
al., 2008; Prokopenko, Beska-
ravayny, 2009; Beskaravayny, 
2015; Kucherenko et al., 2017; 
Lastukhin, 2017; Naydanov, 
2017; Kostin, 2020; Sikorsky, 
2021  .).   -

 
 

. 7.       
1970 . ( : Peklo, 1994) 
Fig. 7. Distribution of the Barn Owl in Ukraine before and
after 1970 (from Peklo, 1994) 
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      ,  24.12.2002 .  -
       . . alba   -

  (Koshelev, Belashkov, 2002),   2019 .    -
      9 – 10   ,   

  4 – 5   (Diadicheva et al., 2021).  2020 .    -
  15 – 16  ,    

 10 ,     ,   ,   
20   500 2 ( . . , . .). 

 
     ,   .   

-       
Table. Records of ringed Barn Owls in the Russian Federation, Belarus and Ukraine. Database of 
the Scientific Information Center for Bird Ringing, A. N. Severtsov Institute of Ecology and Evo-
lution, Russian Academy of Sciences 

  
 / 

 
D

at
e 

of
 ri

ng
in

g 
 

 / 
Co

un
try

 

 / 
C

oo
rd

in
at

es
 

 / 
A

ge
  

 
 / 

D
at

e 
of

 fi
nd

in
g 

   ( ,  
) / Place of ring finding (region, 

district) 

 / 
Co

or
di

na
te

s  / 
 D

is
ta

nc
e,

 k
m

 

, 
 / 

 
In

te
rv

al
, d

ay
s 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 / Russia 

06.07.1978 Germany 52.10ºN, 
8.23ºE 

juv 01.05.1979  ,  
,  / Kaliningrad region, 

Gusevsky district, Lipovo 

54.35ºN, 
22.12ºE 

952.5 314 

23.05.1989 Germany 50.16ºN, 
8.42ºE 

pull 05.01.1990  ,  
 / Smolensk region, Gagarinsky 

district 

55.35ºN, 
35.00ºE 

1844.8 227 

08.06.1996 Germany 49.16ºN, 
9.32ºE 

pull 16.04.1997  ,  
,  / Novgorod region, 

Soletsky district, Nevskoye 

58.09ºN, 
30.17ºE 

1672.8 312 

22.09.2007 Germany 54.05ºN, 
11.59ºE 

1  15.11.2009  ,  
,  / Vologda region, 

Kirillovsky district, Barakovo 

60.00ºN, 
36.45ºE 

1622.4 788 

03.06.1987 Slovakia 48.42ºN, 
22.02ºE 

pull 19.04.1988  ,  /  
Ulyanovsk region, Barysh 

53.39ºN, 
47.18ºE 

1832.6 321 

15.06.1978 Germany 51.51ºN, 
13.43ºE 

pull 20.10.1978  ,  
,  / Oryol region, 

Dolzhansky district, Dubrovka 

52.07ºN, 
37.02ºE  

1612.5 127 

13.06.1971 Czech 50.07ºN, 
14.12ºE 

1  10.04.1974  ,  
,  / Kaluga region, 

Peremyshlsky district, Hotisino 

54.24ºN, 
36.33ºE 

1584.9 1032 

10.06.2002 Germany 51.14ºN, 
15.00ºE 

pull 09.02.2003  ,  
 ,  / 

Voronezh region, Kantemirovsky district, 
Pisarevka 

49.52ºN, 
40.11ºE 

1775.5 244 

18.06.2020 Germany 53.45ºN, 
12.54ºE 

pull 08.05.2021  ,  
,  / Voronezh region, 

Rossoshansky district, Stetsenkovo 

49.57ºN, 
40.08ºE 

1903.4 324 

24.06.1983 Germany 50.05ºN, 
8.59ºE 

pull 21.12.1983  , -
  / Rostov region, 

Rodionovo-Nesvetaysky district 

47.34ºN, 
39.50ºE 

2257.4 180 

27.05.1986 Germany 52.41ºN, 
9.39ºE 

pull 25.02.1987  ,  
  /  

Rostov region, Konstantinovsky district 

47.45ºN, 
41.20ºE 

2297.9 274 
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Table. Continuation 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 / Belarus 

27.06.1977 Switzerland 47.29ºN, 
7.01ºE 

 27.02.1979  ,  /  
Brest region, Lyakhovichi 

52.57ºN, 
26.31ºE 

1507.3 610 

 / Ukraine 
26.06.1981 Slovakia 48.39ºN, 

22.13ºE 
pull 25.02.1982  ,  / 

Zakarpattya region, Uzlovoye 
48.37ºN, 
22.02ºE 

14.0 244 

05.06.1983 Slovakia 48.39ºN, 
22.13ºE 

pull 24.01.1984  ,  / 
Zakarpattya region, Chop 

48.27ºN, 
22.10ºE 

22.5 233 

31.08.1977 Slovakia 48.43ºN, 
22.10ºE 

pull 03.02.1980  ,  
,  / Zakarpattya region, 
Khust district, Iza 

48.11ºN, 
23.15ºE 

99.4 886 

26.06.1988 Germany 52.29ºN, 
10.49ºE 

pull 21.10.1988  ,  
 / Lviv region, Drohobych district 

49.21ºN, 
23.30ºE 

952.6 122 

10.06.1952 Germany 50.58ºN, 
11.02ºE 

juv 01.08.1953  ,  
,  / Vinnitsa region, 

Komsomolsky district, Volchinets 

49.45ºN, 
28.35ºE 

1248.3 432 

01.09.1961 Germany 49.44ºN, 
10.21ºE 

pull 01.12.1962  , -
 / Khmelnitsky region, 

Kamyanets-Podilskyi 

48.40ºN, 
26.35ºE 

1182.1 461 

14.06.1990 Netherlands 52.10ºN, 
5.40ºE 

pull 15.02.1991  ,  / 
Zhytomyr region, Orepy 

50.31ºN, 
27.33ºE 

1832.6 321 

13.06.1990 Germany 53.51ºN, 
13.15ºE 

pull 10.11.1990  ,  /  
Chernigov region, Nizhyn 

51.02ºN, 
31.52ºE 

1294.9 150 

 
         -

-     . ,    24.10.1997 . 
 .    (Burakov, Sulik, 2000),  08.11.2005 .  -

  .        (Timoshen-
kov, 2017),   2019 .     .   -

    ,  04 – 06.03.2020 .     
       (Vengerov, Numerov, 

2021).           
  (Belik, 2021). 

 1990-  .  –      –    -
        .  2022 .  -
    ( , , , -
  -  ),     
   ( . ,    )  -

  .       (Khokhlov et al., 
2006, 2010; Gozhko et al., 2010, 2011; Ilyukh, Khokhlov, 2010; Naydanov, 2016; Tilba, 
2017; Naidanov et al., 2018, 2023; Belik, 2019; Mnatsekanov et al., 2020; Semashko, 
Semashko, 2022).    2001 .    .   

   (Farafontov, Bakhtadze, 2003; Bakhtadze, Farafontov, 
2004),   2005 .       
(Parfyonov, Bayramukova, 2006),    2006 .    .  
( . . , . .). 
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     -
  , 

     
(1998 .),    

 (2016 .),   (2003 – 
2006 .)     
(2003 .),      

     
 3  (Bukreev, 2003; 

Malandzia, Ivanitsky, 2005; 
Ti'lba, Mnatsekanov, 2005; 
Til’ba, 2007, 2017; Peklo et al., 
2016; Naidanov et al., 2023). 

    
     

,    
T. a. erlangeri,   1990-  ., 

    
 (Osaei et al., 2007; Ashoori 

et al., 2011) ( . 8)   
 (Kasparek, 1986; Göçer, 

Johnson, 2018) ( . 9).   
 .    

   -
,      -
     -

,    I .   
    (Galvez et 

al., 2005; Schmidt et al., 2008; Shienok et al., 2009; Kvartalnov et al., 2011; Ananian et 
al., 2021; Almasi, Roulin, 2020).   ,   2004 .  . -

   .      T. a. erlangeri (Malandzia, Ivanitsky, 
2005),            -

    .    , 
 27.09.2005 .  ,   ,  

. . ,   . . alba. 
 T. a. erlangeri,     ( . . 9),   -

, - ,    -  ,   -
, ,   ,         

 , , T. a. alba,     -
  .   -     
  T. a. alba  T. a. guttata (Kasparek, 1986).   -

         -

 
. 8.    .   

1970-  .  -    
;    2007 . 

   ; 
    ;
   1990 .  

( : Osaei et al., 2007) 
Fig. 8. Expansion of the Barn Owl in Iran. Three records
in the 1970s in the southwestern Iran are shown with
large circles; confirmed nesting in 2007 in Gilan is
marked with a large square; possible nest finds are indi-
cated by small squares; other meetings after 1990 are
indicated by crosses (from Osaei et al., 2007) 
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,    
,  -

    
       

  (Göçer, Johnson, 
2018). 

,    
,    -

,     -
  , -

     
   

-   -
     

  -
   .  

    -
    

   -
  -

   
     

(Kostin, 2010, 2020; Murashov et al., 
2016; Bykhalova et al., 2017; 
Gozhko, Lokhman, 2020).  

,    
     

    
   T. a. guttata, 

    T. a. 
alba. ,    -

 T. a. guttata ( -  
   )  -

 10.02.2014 .  ,    2003 .    ,   
T. a. alba (Peklo et al., 2016) ( . 10). 

       , ,   -
  I  .,     1837 .     -

          (Nordmann, 
1840, . 111). . .  (Charlemagne, 1936, 1938) ,   -

    . a. alba       , 
             

 (Dementiev, 1936, 1951; Ivanov, 1953; Stepanyan, 1975, 2003).   
            

(Koshelev, Belashkov, 2002; Farafontov, Bakhtadze, 2003; Bakhtadze, Farafontov, 

 

. 9.        –
 I . ( : Kasparek, 1986; Kirwan et al.,

2008; Göçer, Johnson, 2018) 
Fig. 9. Expansion of the Barn Owl in Turkey at the
end of the 20th – beginning of the 21st centuries (from
Kasparek, 1986; Kirwan et al., 2008; Göçer, Johnson,
2018) 
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2004; Khokhlov et al., 2006, 2010; Gozhko et al., 2010; Petrovich, Redinov, 2010; 
Naydanov, 2017; Naidanov et al., 2018; Sikorsky, 2021; Semashko, Semashko, 2022). 

   . a. alba  T. a. guttata  -
  ( . 11),  ,      

         (Charlemagne, 
1933, 1938; Peklo, 1994; Snow, Perrins, 1998).    , -

  ,      .       
1969 .      5  (Mank, 1970) ,    -

  2   25.05.1990  13.06.1991 . (Leibak et al., 1994), -
      (Briedis, 1955; Graubits, 1983; Priednieks et al., 1989, p. 332; 

Snow, Perrins, 1998)   (Paltanavièius, 2007),    , -
     (Dolbik, 1959; Dolbik, Yaminski, 1993; 

Gritschik et al., 2005; Grichik, Yaminsky, 2006)   -   ,  
   23.07.1975 .   ( )   
 (Kuz'menko, 2005). 

   T. a. guttata   , , , 
, ,            -

 (Gavrilenko, 1929; De-
mentiev, 1951; Stepanyan, 
1975, 2003; Afanasyev, 1998; 
Matviyenko, 2009; Belik, Mos-
kalenko, 2018).    

,    -
 (Nankinov, 2002; 

Kasparek, 1986),  -
, - , -

   
T. a. guttata  . a. alba. -

    T. a. 
guttata   

   (Sikorsky, 
2021)     
( . 12).    

,   . a. alba, 
    
   –     

 
    .  (Mank, 1970)        

 (Leibak et al., 1994),       -
   .        -

          (Stepanyan, 1975, 2003; 
Osieck, Shawyer, 1997; Snow, Perrins, 1998; Koblik, Arkhipov, 2014; Almasi, Roulin, 2020  

.).      ,  ,   
  .  

 
 / a                                           / b 

. 10.   ,   , 
   ( : Peklo et al., 2016):  – ,

10.02.2014;  – ,  2003 .  
Fig. 10. Various forms of the Barn Owls caught in Adler,
top and bottom views (from Peklo et al., 2016): a – female,
February 10, 2014; b – female, September 2003 
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-  (Lobanov, 
2015; Pl vurp ce Tyto alba 
alba, 2023),    
T. a. guttata ( . . 12). 

   
   – 

   -
 T. a. guttata –  -

 -  (Mal-
chevsky, Pukinsky, 1983; Ga-
ginskaya, 2003; Lobanov, 
2015),  , 

 15.11.2009 .  
,   -
 ( . ), -

 –   
(Sotnikov, 2002),   -

   
 (Borodin et al., 2005; 

Belik et al., 2022).  -
    
,   1990-  . -
   -

    (Svi-
ridova, Zubakin, 2000; . . -

, . . , . 
.),  16.04.1997 .  

   
    

( . );   
    -

  (Ivanchev, 
Nazarov, 2005; Murashov, 2018).  

     , ,  
   (Daniloff, 1864; Menzbir, 1895; Lavrov, 1983; Margolin, 2000; 

Margolin, Khohlov, 2005; Murashov, 2018),   ,   -
  (Ognev, 1908; Ognev, Vorobyev, 1923; Sarychev, 2009; Ne-

dosekin, 2013; Vengerov, Numerov, 2021).      -
   ,    ( : Ognev, Vorobyev, 1923; 

Murashov, 2018).         -
 , - ,  .  

  . a. alba,    , -
   , ,      -

      .   T. a. er- 

 
. 11.      

     I .  –
 ; -   –  -

;   –    
Fig. 11. Distribution of the Barn Owl in Northern Eurasia
within the borders of the former USSR at the beginning of
the 21st century. Pouring marks the breeding area; black/red pun-
ches – nesting sites; red punches – meetings of solitary birds 
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langeri   -
   -

    
,   

       
 –    

.  
,  4  

1942 .  , -
   . a. alba,  

 –  T. a. erlangeri 
(Dementiev, 1951, 1952; Ste-
panyan, 1975, 2003).   

  , 
   

   , -
   -
  . . , 

   
T. a. erlangeri ( . . 5). 

   -
  . .  ( . 

.).    
       1983 .   -   

  (Sopyev et al., 1988),     -
 . 

 
    

  ,     
   ,  , ,     . -

 ,      ,    -
,          -

.         
    ,      

 . ,   , ,  -
 ,    ,    -
       « » .  
            
 ,  ,    ,     .  
    ,     -

    . 
      ,     

,  ,   30%     -
  60    .   , ,   

 / a                                           / b 
. 12.    , -

 13.12.2003 .   (“alba”) ( ) (  A. Avoti š
(Pl vurp ce Tyto alba alba, 2023))  29.03.2020 .  -

-     (“flammea”) ( )
(  . , : www.european.russia.birding.day)  
Fig. 12. Long-distance dispersers of different phenotypes,
found on December 13, 2003 in Latvia (“alba”) (a) (photo
by A. Avoti š (Pl vurp ce Tyto alba alba, 2023)) and on
March 29, 2020 in Primorsko-Akhtarsky district of the
Krasnodar region (“flammea”) (b) (photo by A. Bazdyrev,
website: www.european.russia.birding.day) 
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    102.9±162.03 (SD) ,     
     61.4±52.04    ,   

 –  35.7±36.61 .       
,       800 – 1900    -
 (Dementiev, 1951; Bruce, 1999; Zubkov, 2005; Marti et al., 2020).   , 

   ,  180  274 ,    , 
        2257 – 2298   
  ( . ).  

       -
   2   3   ,     – 

     – ,     – ,   
    4 – 8,    10 – 13  (Charlemagne, 1933; Nankinov, 

2002; Grishanov, 2005; Zubkov, 2005; Naidanov et al., 2018; Mnatsekanov et al., 2020; 
Marti et al., 2020  .).         

,     «  »     
4 – 5  6 – 8  (Charlemagne, 1933).   ,  

       , -
         . 

          -  -
     ,      
    (Charlemagne, 1933; Nankinov, 2002; Grishanov, 

2005; Zubkov, 2005; Pl vurp ce Tyto alba alba, 2023; . , . .). 
 

  
      I .   100 – 210  111 – 
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Abstract. In the north of Eurasia, until the mid-twentieth century, the Barn Owl (Tyto alba) was 
sporadically distributed only in the Baltic states, in the west of Belarus and Ukraine, and in Mol-
dova. Once, in 1942, a vagrant bird was caught in Turkmenistan also. At the end of the 20th centu-
ry, reports appeared of rare recordings of barn owls in Eastern Europe, and since the beginning of 
the 21st century, pronounced expansion of these birds has been noted, observed in the south of 
Ukraine, Crimea, Ciscaucasia, and Transcaucasia. Different subspecies living in Central and 
Southern Europe and the Middle East are simultaneously expanding their nesting areas, namely: 
T. a. guttata, T. a. alba, and T. a. erlangeri. However, visual identification of subspecies and clari-
fication of the direction of their expansion are complicated by the similarity of various forms and 
their significant individual variability associated with age, sex, intergradation with neighboring 
subspecies and other factors. The appearance of sedentary barn owls in new places is usually pre-
ceded by their post-nesting dispersion, directed in all directions and in some cases reaching 1–2 
thousand km from the place of birth. Owing to the expansion of its range, barn owl populations 
have increased many times in a number of regions over the past decades, but accurate estimates of 
their numbers there are missing due to the rarity and sporadical nature of new finds, the very secre-
tive lifestyle of these birds and insufficient knowledge of their ecology and ethology in the north 
of Eurasia. The article examines the taxonomy of various barn owl populations in Northern Eura-
sia and main diagnostic characteristics of some subspecies living in the north of Eurasia, as well as 
analyzes features of their historical and current distribution and expansion in Eurasia. The author 
also discusses possible causes and mechanisms of the barn owl dispersion and touches on infor-
mation on the dynamics of their numbers in few regions. 
Keywords: Barn Owl, range, expansion, Russia, Baltic states, Ukraine, Transcaucasia 
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